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Editorial:
Deeply Engaged

Not all editorial tasks can be considered “joys.” Moving commas
in and out of texts, checking French and German and Greek ac-
cents, making sure footnotes are all in the required style – these
editorial duties can be pleasurable. Making a decision not to print
an essay, for example, can be daunting, and even result in a cer-
tain amount of antagonism from an author. Reminding writers to
produce promised pieces…well, I’ve been on both sides of that
desk. But proofreading the essays produced for a beloved teacher
and colleague like Steve Smith, that’s just pure joy.

This issue of the Trinity Journal for Theology & Ministry cer-
tainly had the usual range of editorial odd jobs and responsibili-
ties. From the beginning, however, it was obvious that everyone
involved in this issue of the journal wanted to give tribute to a
friend who gave himself to the theological task with such delight
and lack of self-interest. As John Rodgers mentions in his intro-
ductory essay, Steve had a way of getting his students “deeply en-
gaged” in theology. There was a simple reason for this – Steve
himself was excited about thinking about God. His enthusiasm
stemmed from a love for God’s people, but especially from a devo-
tion to God himself.

This issue of the journal does not revolve around a single
theme. Steve’s theological interests are too diverse to try to find
one unifying subject that would do justice to his fascination with
various areas of theology. While at Trinity, Steve taught in the
areas of contemporary theology, ethics, apologetics, and courses
on the New Testament. Within those broad categories he had a
great many sub-specialties. When he had a chance to teach New
Testament courses, for example, he gravitated toward the Gospel
of Mark and the parables of Jesus, and was fascinated by the so-
called quest of the historical Jesus.

This issue opens with three essays on Scripture. Jocelyn
McWhirter provides a useful overview of the study of parables and
notes how formational was Steve Smith’s innovative classroom
teaching in this area. She characterizes his work as “energetic and
explosive” – because that is what the parables themselves demand.
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By contrast, Pat Reardon’s study is a careful exploration of a possi-
ble historical connection between the prayer life of the early
Christian community in Rome and the writing of Mark’s passion
narrative. Recognizing Steve’s love of mission, Grant LeMar-
quand’s essay suggests that we consider “as you are going” as a
translation for the Greek word usually translated “Go!” in most of
our versions.

Apologetics, the defense of the faith, was one of Steve’s great
loves. Gavin McGrath’s masterful study of the relation between
preaching and apologetics repays careful reading. While insisting
that preaching always be the preaching of the Bible, McGrath ar-
gues that much contemporary preaching lacks a connection with
peoples’ lives, not because our preaching lacks “application” in a
superficial sense, but because preachers often have not paid suffi-
cient attention to the worldviews which shape our thinking and
action. Preaching must seek to get “behind the wall” that hearers
erect as barriers to receiving God’s word. Peter Moore’s contribu-
tion is a lucid and lively exposition of the task of apologetics in
postmodern contexts. Ironically enough, Moore points out, the
postmodern buffet of ideas has opened the door to the emergence
of a hardened modernism in what is sometimes called the “new
atheism.” Moore’s brief but cogent critique of this movement in
particular is a timely contribution. David Mills’ essay on the great
20th century writers Chesterton, Lewis and Sayers reminds us
once again of the great resources for commending the faith we
have in our Christian heritage.

Two essays in the area of contemporary theology round off the
collection. Justyn Terry’s cogent article on the two giants of 20th
century theology, Paul Tillich and Karl Barth, throws light on the
divided state of the church in the western world. For those won-
dering how we got into our recent volatile disputes, this essay is
required reading. Leander Harding takes on one issue which has
dogged the church in recent years: the reality and meaning of the
resurrection. Harding takes on the position of the former bishop
of Newark, John Spong, that one cannot be an objective, scientific,
modern person and at the same time believe that a person could
rise from the dead. With the help of two other Anglican bishops,
one from the 19th and one from the 20th century, B.F. Westcott
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and A.M. Ramsey, Harding reveals that Bishop Spong’s position is
certainly neither objective nor scientific, and while “modern,” is
not even very original. In the process we are commended to read
old books whose wisdom has stood the test of time.

Speaking of old books, the careful reader of this issue will no-
tice that the first review in our book review section is of a rela-
tively old book, if a book first published in 1971 can be considered
old. One of our goals in the book review section of our journal is
to introduce our readers to more venerable tomes as well as to
some of the wealth of new studies that is constantly appearing. It
is appropriate, perhaps, that Leander Harding’s extended review
of Gilson’s study of Darwin should appear in 2008, in anticipa-
tion of the 200th anniversary of Darwin’s birth in 2009.

Finally, this issue marks the first appearance in our pages of
artistic contributions. The three poems by student Scott Colburn
(MDiv 2008) printed here are only a small sample of the wit (and
wisdom?) that has come forth from our unofficial poet laureate
over the past years.

The Rev. Dr. Grant LeMarquand, Executive Editor
Academic Dean

Associate Professor of Biblical Studies and Mission
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